
Dear Future AP Lit Student, 
 
I wanted to take a few moments and discuss some discussion post “best practices”.  These are the things I notice over 
and over, and are the biggest things that prevent students from scoring well on their posts. 
 
A reminder about our purpose: 
The discussion posts are meant to mimic class discussion.  If I asked you what made a good class discussion, you’d 
probably mention that the topic was interesting and thought-provoking, that your peers provided interesting and 
well-reasoned support for their opinions, that students respected and heard all views, but that there were 
disagreements, which everyone took the time to consider and explore.  That’s what we’re going for in this forum too. 
 
Here’s some more detail on each of the aspects I’ll be grading for your posts: 
 

1.  Submitted on time:  Not too much to say here.  As long as you hit “submit” before 11:59 on the day it’s due, 
you’re good.  I might recommend that you type in a Google Doc so that you won’t lose your ideas if something 
weird happens.  Isn’t it the worst when you have to start something over? 
 

2. Adheres to the standards of written, formal English:  Do you proofread your work?  Some common things I 
see are difficulty with capitalizing, lack of apostrophes, incorrect use of punctuation (or lack of punctuation), 
and spelling characters’ names incorrectly.  These are often easy fixes.  This item also concerns your style—do 
you think about HOW you want to put forward your ideas, choosing words carefully and crafting them into 
sentences that say what you really mean?  If you’re just spitting out whatever comes into your head, maybe 
slowing down and re-reading would be helpful. 
 

3. Answers the question the prompt is asking directly, providing textual evidence (direct quotations) to 
support assertions:  I often ask you to do more than one thing—make sure you do.  If you write about what 
YOU want to write about, rather than what the prompt directs you to write about, that’s a problem. 
Additionally, you need to support your claims with quotations.  This doesn’t mean plopping them in without 
context or analysis—rather, you make a claim and then show how it’s a valid point.  Paraphrasing IS evidence, 
but it’s much weaker evidence than “letting the novel speak for itself.” 
 

4. Move the conversation forward by interacting with the ideas of at least one peer:  Again, this is supposed to 
be like a class discussion.  In class discussion, teachers and students don’t spend time re-hashing the same 
ideas over and over again—they build consensus and move onto the next issue.  If someone has already written 
about your ideas, I’d encourage you to find a way to contribute something DIFFERENT to our conversation. 
This could be finding a point that you disagree with or the raising of a new aspect of the topic.  If you are “late 
to the party” and are one of the last people contributing, this poses a special challenge for you.  You need to 
NOT be a “yes man,” using the same quotes and agreeing with the same ideas already expressed (what would 
be the point in that, by the way?).  To not be a “yes man,” read what’s already there first and then make an 
original and valuable contribution.  Classroom discussion posts feature threaded comments, so if you are 
responding to a specific idea, you should hit “reply” to that specific post.  You might then frame your entire 
post in light of what that person has argued and how you see the issue differently.  If you have an idea that has 
NOT been discussed, go ahead and start a new thread; it would be great if you would come back a few days 
later and see how others have interacted with your claims, maybe providing a response. 
 

5. Is between 250-450 words (a well-developed paragraph):  Again, I’d recommend typing in a Google doc so 
that you can keep an eye on your word count.  Figure out what you can cut so that you can keep it succinct 



and still make a contribution.  It’s not acceptable to write 128 words or 617 words when the word count is 
specified for you.  

a. The word count is for the total contribution for the week. If you are going to both write a post and 
reply to someone else, you need to do so in 450 words total.  

 
 
Here are examples of both an exemplary original posting and a strong reply which pushes the conversation forward. 

 

Nick’s post is a 
well-developed paragraph 
that synthesizes the 
presentation of women in 
the text thus far in the novel. 
He discusses two characters 
and how they fit with his 
claim, citing general and 
specific evidence in order to 
illustrate it. The paragraph 
ends with a strong synthesis 
sentence to tie it all 
together.  
 
Additionally, his style is clear 
and persuasive, and his 
grammar is careful.  



 

Emma’s post is a clear 
example of a student who 
has read her classmate Nick’s 
work and framed her 
response in light of what he 
argues. You can see in her 
topic sentence that she’s 
understood his point but 
wants to respectfully push 
back (or push farther, in this 
case) against his position.  
 
Like Nick, she supports her 
reading with clear, specific 
evidence from the text and 
discussion that helps make 
her response to the original 
poster’s claim more clear. 
 
Her writing is also careful in 
terms of style and grammar. 

 
I hope that these editorial comments will help some of you get started in posting and making our experience beneficial. 
Remember, this is a grade; I am the kind of teacher who reads and evaluates ALL YOUR WORDS.  You will need to be 
able to write intelligently on all the texts when class begins—the more you try now, the easier it is then. 
 
Please do not hesitate to ask me follow-up questions about anything you read here.  I check my email daily to field 
questions from my students.  I hope this finds you well, and I am looking forward to working with you. 
 
Sincerely, 
Ms. Mann 


